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School of Education 
Course Unit Syllabus  
 
Level of qualification:  
Second Cycle (EQF level 7) - Master 
Study cycle:  
Social Work - Social Risks and Local 
Development  
 

Course Unit: 2114 – Welfare, Social Economy and Local Development  

Year 1 Semester 2 ISCED Code: 762 ECTS: 4 

 
Tipe of Course Unit: Compulsory 
 

 
Delivery Mode: Face-to-face 

 

 
Language of Instruction: Portuguese  

 

COURSE COORDINATOR: Fernanda Perpétua Rodrigues 

HOURS OF WORK 

TOTAL 
HOURS 

Contact Hours 
Hours in 

autonomous 
work Theory 

Theory and 
practice  

Practical 
and 

laboratory 
work 

Field 
work 

Seminar 
Internsh

ip 
Tutorial 

guidance  
Other 

100                        15                   85 

 
Prerequisites (if applicable): Not applicable 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES (knowledge, skills and competence) 

1. Critically understand the concepts of social economy and local development in the framework of promoting well-being; 2. 
Ability to relate concepts and responses in the field in the field of another economy (social and solidarity);  3.Ability to analyze 
and debate the various fields in which the study and local development practices unfold: its functions, purposes, instruments, 
relationships and actors;  4. Ability to grasp recent expression of the social economy and local development, in particular in the 
context of its major social implications (regional inequalities, poverty and social exclusion, unemployment, among others);  5. 
Ability to identify and understand public welfare policies that encompass and value the social economy and local development; 
6.Understand the framework of municipal action in these areas, in particular by looking at its instruments and mode of 
governance (such as the Municipal Master Plans) and the effects of the planned decentralization. 

CONTENTS 

- The Social Economy - conceptual delimitations. - Local development in the context of development studies: analytical 
trajectories and differentiated contexts of application. - Well-being - context of analysis: i) emergence(s) and development; (ii) 
recent trajectory and the "new" socio-economic actors; iii) articulations with local development and the social economy; iv) the 
saying, the unsaid and the ill-said of international organizations. - Socio-territorial inequalities in contemporaneity: localized 
expression and challenges for local development and the social economy; - National policies of territorial intervention and local 
development policies;- Local actors and participation: sociopolitical recognition, dialogues and negotiation;- Municipal 
instruments: scope and practices of application and development; - The Social Network Policy Instrument: contexts and 
agendas. Local Governance: old and new instruments and actors; the impulse of decentralization. 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE CONTENTS COHERENCE WITH THE COURSE UNIT’S LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The objectives designed in the field of understanding and analysis (theoretical and practical) of welfare, social economy and local 
development, are translated into the themes and issues listed for the achievement of the objectives.  Particular emphasis is 
placed on the analytical tools that will allow access to anchor ideas, as well as some of the points of discussion and controversy 
in the field of each of the tripod axes: welfare, social economy and local development. The use of the identification and analysis 
of exemplary practices for the analysis and configuration of a complex and appropriate thinking framework is yet another 
procedure deemed necessary and useful procedure. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES 

- Exhibition sessions 

 - Analysis of analysis and normative documents related to the central fields of the curricular unit 

 - Contact with testimonials and experiences (allowing the visualization and concrete translation of local investments in the social 
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economy, local development and well-being) 

 - Collection and analysis of documentation  

In all these fields of teaching-learning there will be the participation of students. 

 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE COHERENCE BETWEEN THE TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND THE LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

The selected teaching methodologies are: 

i) to review the basic information already accumulated by the students and to deepen it  through the collection and 
analysis of new sources; 

ii)  to promote the increase of (in)training both in the conceptual field of the fields of analysis, as well as the expression of 
experiences achieved (with particular interest in local development and well-being dynamics);  

iii) contribute to personal research  capacity with autonomy and effects for lifelong learning;  

iv)  to develop teaching-learning on a collective and collaborative basis, enhancing the knowledge in presence;  

v)  developing, and retaining analytical tools that serve to reflect on local dynamics and their current challenges;  

vi) to stimulate the translation of analytical skills into the potential of adjusted local change and articulation with local 
actors.  

The topics listed provide inputs for the plurality of objectives, and may be the subject of plural, instructive and suggestive learning 
of different appropriations in the fields under study (welfare and social economy in the context of local development) 

EVALUATION METHODS 

- Exhibition sessions 

 - Analysis of analysis and normative documents related to the central fields of the curricular unit 

 - Contact with testimonials and experiences (allowing the visualization and concrete translation of local investments in the social 
economy, local development and well-being) 

 - Collection and analysis of documentation  

In all these fields of teaching-learning there will be the participation of students 
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