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School of Education 
Course Unit Syllabus  
 
Level of qualification:  
Second Cycle (EQF level 7) - Master  
Study cycle:  
Social Work - Social Risks and Local 
Development 
 

Course Unit: 2014 – Advanced research methods in Social Sciences  

Year 1 Semester 1 ISCED Code: 312 ECTS: 6,0 

 
Tipe of Course Unit: Compulsory 
 

 
Delivery Mode: Face-to-face 

 

 
Language of Instruction: Portuguese  

 

COURSE COORDINATOR: Sandra Cristina Rodrigues Santana Lopes 

HOURS OF WORK 

TOTAL 
HOURS 

Contact Hours 
Hours in 

autonomous 
work Theory 

Theory and 
practice  

Practical 
and 

laboratory 
work 

Field 
work 

Seminar 
Internsh

ip 
Tutorial 

guidance  
Other 

150       30                        15       105 

 
Prerequisites (if applicable): Not applicable 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES (knowledge, skills and competence) 

1. Explain the application and scope of each methodology to ensure objectivity, rigor and quality of the research/intervention; 

2. Develop a methodological strategy adjusted to the defined conceptual and methodological framework; 

3. Identify and create a research / intervention problem; 

4. Plan and build diagnostic modes and project evaluation 

5. Apply information analysis techniques, according to the defined methodological and operational framework; 

6. Analyze the information and produce results; 

7. Define, and present, different formats for dissemination of the research / intervention project (research reports, articles, 
presentations and posters). 

CONTENTS 

1. Research in SociaL Sciences.  

2. Models, formats and research steps.  

3. Action research and intervention. 

4. The construction of the object of investigation and definition of objectives. 

5. Diagnosis and evaluation (models, objectives and steps)  

6. Methodological strategies: development, construction and operationalization. 7. Benefits and strategies of methodological 
triangulation  

8. In-depth treatment and analysis of information 

9. Analysis formats and dissemination of results 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE CONTENTS COHERENCE WITH THE COURSE UNIT’S LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The coherence between the objectives of this course and its contents is demonstrable by their correspondence, articulation and 
sequentiality. Thus, it is possible to verify the following:  

• Syllabus 1. Research in Social Work; 2. Research models, formats and stages; 3. Action research and intervention (Objectives 
1 and 2);  
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• Syllabus 4. The construction of the research object and definition of objectives (Objective 3);  

• Syllabus 5. Diagnosis and evaluation (models, objectives and steps) (Objective 4)  

• Syllabus 6. Methodological strategies: development, construction and operationalization and 7. Benefits and strategies of 
methodological triangulation (Objective 5).  

• Syllabus 8. Treatment and in-depth analysis of information (Objective 6).  

• Syllabus 9. Analysis formats and dissemination of results (Objective 7). 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES 

• Expositive method 

• Case studies 

• Collective and individual work 

• Pratical cases for analyse and resolution 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE COHERENCE BETWEEN THE TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND THE LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

The learning format will imply a strong empirical and applied dimension that will allow students to develop the skills needed to 
build a research / intervention project, using diagnostic and assessment procedures. They will also understand that the entire 
research process, throughout its phases, presupposes a rigorous construct supported by an appropriate methodological strategy. 
The dynamics of research / intervention will be reinforced by the use, throughout the process, of rigorous techniques of: 
observation, analysis and treatment of information. 

EVALUATION METHODS 

• Individual theoretical and pratical work 
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