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School of Education 
Course Unit Syllabus  
 
Level of qualification:  
Second Cycle (EQF level 7) - Master 
Study cycle:  
Social Work: Social Risks and Local 
Development 
 

Course Unit: 2101 – Fundations and Debates of Contemporary Social Work  

Year 1 Semester 1 ISCED Code: 762 ECTS: 6 

 
Tipe of Course Unit: Compulsory 
 

 
Delivery Mode: Face-to-face 

 

 
Language of Instruction: Portuguese  

 

COURSE COORDINATOR: Adelaide Fernandes Pires Malainho and Octavio Vázquez Aguado 

HOURS OF WORK 

TOTAL 
HOURS 

Contact Hours 
Hours in 

autonomous 
work Theory 

Theory and 
practice  

Practical 
and 

laboratory 
work 

Field 
work 

Seminar 
Internsh

ip 
Tutorial 

guidance  
Other 

150       30                        15       105 

 
Prerequisites (if applicable): Not applicable 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES (knowledge, skills and competence) 

1. Understand the dynamics of Contemporary Society; 

2. To highlight and provide the debate on the praxis of the Social Worker in different contexts; 

3. To deepen in a critical way the theoretical-methodological, technical-operational and ethical-political knowledge of Social 
Work. 

CONTENTS 

1. Social Work and Contemporary Society. 

1.1. Social Work in the context of corporate transformations. 

1.2. The socio-historical meaning of the profession. 

1.3. Historical and theoretical-methodological foundations of Social Work. 

1.4.Professional training in Social Work: current requirements. 

2. The work of the social worker in the different contexts. 

2.1. Attributions and competencies of the Social Worker. 

2.2. The socio-occupational spaces of the social worker. 

2.3. The work of the social worker in the state sphere. 

2.4. The work of the social worker in third sector organizations 

3. Research and production of knowledge in the area of Social Work. 

 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE CONTENTS COHERENCE WITH THE COURSE UNIT’S LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The coherence between the objectives of this curricular unit and its contents is demonstrable by the correspondence and 
articulation between the contents and the learning objectives. Thus it is possible to see the following: 

Programmatic content 1. Social Work and contemporary society corresponds to objective 1. Understand the dynamics of 
Contemporary Society; 

Programmatic Content  2. The work of the social worker in the different contexts corresponds to objective 2. To highlight and 
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provide the debate on the praxis of the Social Worker in different contexts; 

Programmatic Content   3. Research and production of knowledge in the area of Social Work, corresponds to objective 3.To 
deepen in a critical way the theoretical-methodological, technical-operational and ethical-political knowledge of Social Work. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES 

• Oral exposure using information and communication technologies. 

 • Research oriented in various sources, analysis and interpretation of texts, debates, realization of individual and group practical 
work with a view to the practical application of acquired knowledge. 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE COHERENCE BETWEEN THE TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND THE LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

The coherence between the objectives of this curricular unit and its contents is demonstrable by the correspondence and 
articulation between the contents and the learning objectives. Thus it is possible to see the following: 

Programmatic content 1. Social Work and contemporary society corresponds to objective 1. Understand the dynamics of 
Contemporary Society; 

Programmatic Content  2. The work of the social worker in the different contexts corresponds to objective 2. To highlight and 
provide the debate on the praxis of the Social Worker in different contexts; 

Programmatic Content   3. Research and production of knowledge in the area of Social Work, corresponds to objective 3.To 
deepen in a critical way the theoretical-methodological, technical-operational and ethical-political knowledge of Social Work. 

EVALUATION METHODS 

 The evaluation of the curricular unit will articulate the continuous evaluation with the summative evaluation, through individual 
and small group written works and reflections, debates on topics related to programmatic contents and in the presentation and 
oral defense of an individual work.  
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